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CIRCUS TRAINER CONVICTED, FINED FOR CRUELTY TO ELEPHANT 
MATTHEW ROY THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 

An elephant handler with Sterling & Raid Circus was convicted 
Friday night of three misdemeanor counts of animal cruelty for 
striking an elephant with a tool before a performance at Scope. 

A judge fmed 31 -year-old David A, Creech of Glendale, Ariz., 
$200 on each count after a 5 1/2-hour trial in General District 
Court. Creech's lawyer, John Zwerling, immediately inquired about 
the deadline for filing an appeal. 

The city withdrew a related obstruction-of-justice charge against 
Creech's boss, James Zajicek, 40, of Sarasota, Fla. 

Judge Norman A. Thomas credited testimony of Scope employees who 
said they saw Creech strike the elephant with an ankus, a long tool 
with a hook and a point. It happened before the Aug. 23 performance 
while the 23 -year-old elephant, Joy, was in the ring, witnesses 
said. 

Thomas acquitted Creech of a fourth count that alleged he struck 
an elephant over the head with the ankus. The judge said that while 
he believed a sole witness account, he had a reasonable doubt about 
who committed that act. 

Before the Aug. 23 performance, usher Jane Arneson testified, 
she saw a handler jabbing the elephant hard in its leg with a tool. 

"At first, I couldn't believe what I saw," she said. 

Other witnesses also said they saw the handler make jabbing 
motions with the ankus. 

Norfolk Humane Officer D.M. Michielson said employees approached 
her when she arrived for a routine inspection and told her what they 
saw. She examined the animal and noted "three distinct wounds" on 
its leg. 
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Veterinarian John Sangenario examined what he described as small 
wounds as well. 

They appeared fresh, but were not dripping blood, he testified. 
Within a few days, he said, they would be hard to see. 

Creech and Zajicek both testified, and denied any abuse. Both 
described spending long days devoted to the elephants' needs. 

Creech said he loved the elephants. 

"You don't hook them and make them bleed," he said. 

"You don't get after them." 

Zajicek said he would never tolerate abuse of the circus 
elephants. 

Reach Matthew Roy at 446-2540 or mroy(AT)pilotonl ine.com 

TABULAR OR GRAPHIC MATERIAL SET FORTH IN THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT 
DISPLAYABLE 

Caption: Drawings David A, Creech of Glendale, Ariz., was fmed $200 on each of three 
misdemeanor animal cruelty counts. The city withdrew a related obstruction-of-justice charge against 
Creeches boss, James Zajicek of Sarasota, Fla. 
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7 
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the objection, but .receive the information 
only as to what is being reported to her 
for purposes of describing her interest -- 
MRS, HALL: What she did -- 
THE COURT: -- her interest in what 
Mr. Creech or Mr, Zajicek were doing, 
MRS. HALL: Right. 



9 BY MRS . HALL : 

10 Q Based on the information you 

11 received from those folks you indicated that you 

12 spoke to, what did you do then? 

13 A After that, I continued to watch 

14 while the elephants were in the ring. I wanted to 

15 make sure that nothing else happened. And, since 

16 the handlers were there in the ring, I could not 

17 do anything at that point . 

18 Shortly after they started to load 

19 the tigers in and it appeared that the circus 

20 itself was going to start, they started clearing 

21 the floor of all the people. They then started 

22 moving the elephants out of the ring. 

23 As it is my job to inspect the 

24 circus and make sure all of the animal acts are 

25 being safely conducted, I had to stay there and 
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1 watch the tigers while they were there as the 

2 elephants were being led off. So, at that time, I 

3 lost sight of the elephants for just a few minutes 

4 that the tiger act was on. I don't believe it was 

5 much more than 10 minutes or so. 

6 As they loaded the tigers off and 

7 down into the hallway, I called for a police unit 

8 to go down and assist me. And I proceeded down 

9 into the Zamboni exit, what they call the Zamboni 

10 exit, down to go underneath the Scope, where they 

11 were housing the animals. 

12 The tigers were still in their cages 

13 in the hallway. I stopped to check on something 

14 that I had noticed on the tigers, and I could see 

15 the elephants off to my left-hand side. 

16 At that time, I did not see 

17 Mr. Creech there. I did see Mr. Zajicek there. 

18 And, after I made sure that the tigers were okay, 

19 I proceeded over to there. 

20 I told Mr. Zajicek I needed to speak 

21 to him. I told him that I had had a complaint 

22 that there was unnecessary roughness. 

23 I advised him that I had been told 

24 that it was to the -- behind the left shoulder 

25 area or the left elbow area of Joy, the elephant 
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1 with one tusk, and that that was the only elephant 

2 I needed to see, and I needed to see right in that 

3 area. 

4 Mr. Zajicek proceeded to allow me to 

5 do that. He took me in there. I took my 

6 flashlight. I was able to go in between the 

7 elephants. He showed me the elephant itself. 

8 And I was able to make out three 

9 distinct wounds in that area in between -- 

10 somewhere in this area in here, between the upper 

11 elbow and up into the shoulder blade. 

12 In that area, there were three 

13 appeared to be puncture wounds that were open and 

14 appeared bloody and raw, appeared very fresh. 

15 In my experience, -- I have had to 

16 deal with wounds before -- these appeared to be 

17 fresh wounds. They weren't extrem^ely large, but 

18 they were definitely puncture wounds and bleeding. 

19 Q I would like to show you City's 

20 Exhibits Number 2 and 3. 

21 These are areas identified by 



22 


earlier witnesses as areas where they saw 


23 


Mr. Creech -- 


24 




25 


MR. ZWERLING: Excuse me. 
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